Initial pulmonary metastasis after pancreatectomy for pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma.
Patients who undergo pancreatectomy for pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma (PDA) develop relatively early recurrence, but pulmonary metastasis from PDA is rare. Between January 2008 and December 2016, a total of 120 consecutive patients underwent pancreatectomy for primary PDA at Osaka Medical College Hospital. Among these, 13 patients developed pulmonary metastasis and 6 patients underwent pulmonary metastasectomy. Among these patients, the median disease-free survival following initial pancreatic surgery was 26.1 months, and the median overall survival (OS) interval was 39 months. On the other hand, seven patients did not undergo pulmonary resection. The median OS interval of these patients was 33 months. The 1-, 3-, and 5-year OS rates were 100%, 80%, and 60%, respectively, for patients who underwent pulmonary metastasectomy and 100.0%, 42.8%, and 0%, respectively, for those who did not undergo the procedure. Our experience has shown that surgical resection may lengthen the survival time of patients who tolerate surgery.